
 
June 19, 2019 

 
The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., Governor 
Office of the Governor 
State House, 100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
  
Dear Governor Hogan: 
  
I respectfully request that you release the $500,000 in funding that was established in the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget for the 
Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corporation (AAWDC) to be used for an expanded YouthWorks program. This 
funding has the potential to revitalize the program with an Annapolis-centric and public safety focused approach and 
positively impact hundreds of young people in the area. 
  
The current Anne Arundel County YouthWorks program provides a wide array of summer internship opportunities for 
dozens of students each year throughout the County. With potential internships in areas such as hospitality, health care, and 
construction, it connects young people to jobs in the private sector and provides various avenues to success. 
  
The increased funding provided in the FY2020 budget will be directed to Annapolis High School, one of the most racially 
and economically diverse schools in the County, where 42.49% of the students receive either free or reduced lunch. The 
expanded YoutWorks program will build on traditional private sector partnerships and create new internships and direct 
pipelines to cadet programs through the Annapolis Police Department, Annapolis Fire Department, and Marine Trades 
Association. All three of these sectors eagerly await the funding and are excited to recruit and train the next generation of 
community leaders.  
 
I have appreciated your strong commitment to expanding career opportunities to Maryland’s young people who may not 
have much hope for a better future. The young people of Annapolis, particularly in light of recent gun violence and exposure 
to the opioid crisis, could use all the hope and the help we can give them.  
  
Due to the tremendous benefit that this program would provide – both to the young people and to our broader Annapolis 
community – I respectfully urge you to allow this $500,000 to be released to AAWDC. Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration of this worthy program. I look forward to our continued partnership. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Senator Sarah Elfreth, District 30 
Chief David L. Stokes, Annapolis Fire Department 
Interim Chief Paul Herman, Annapolis Police Department 
Susan Zellers, Marine Trades Association of Maryland 
 


