
 
February 27, 2019 
  

Testimony in Favor of SB 505 
Environmental Violations - Reporting Requirements 

 
Chairman Pinsky and members of the Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, 
 
I respectfully request your support of Senate Bill 505 with amendments. SB 505 is a reporting                
bill that will provide the General Assembly and public with greater oversight and transparency              
into how municipalities and counties are enforcing environmental protections in our backyards. 
 
Last year was by far the wettest year on record in Maryland. In 2018 alone, rainfall at BWI                  
airport totaled 71.82 inches - a number that by far surpasses the previous record of 62.66 inches                 
that was set in 2003. As you all very well know, this extreme amount of precipitation can lead to                   
severe consequences including an increased amount of sediment runoff into our waterways.            
Runoff is the fastest growing source of pollution in the Chesapeake Bay, often turning our local                
streams, rivers, and lakes coffee colored and choking oxygen from ecosystems. Lack of adequate              
sediment erosion enforcement, or even perceived lack of enforcement, leads to a fundamental             
breakdown in the public’s trust of government to protect our greatest natural resources.  
 
With that in mind, it is critical that sediment erosion violations are being properly tracked and                
easily accessible so we can better understand if there is more we need to do to solve this                  
problem. SB 505 requires the jurisdictions with delegated authority to enforce sediment and             
erosion control laws to submit an annual report to the Maryland Department of the Environment               
(MDE) by January 1 of each year. MDE would then be required to post this information online,                 
as well as report it to the General Assembly and Governor. 
 
Under Subtitle 1 of Title 4 of the Environment Article, MDE currently delegates enforcement              
authority for these sediment erosion violations to 13 counties and 9 cities, including Baltimore              
City and the City of Annapolis. There is unfortunately no uniform reporting mechanism for the               
data on these violations to be tracked, and while some local jurisdictions do an admirable job                
tracking and publicizing this data, others do not. 



 
 

 
Like so many of the complex policy challenges we face as policymakers, we cannot fix a                
problem until we fully grasp of its extent. SB 505 attempts to solve this problem by requiring the                  
jurisdictions that are delegated this authority to collect and report to MDE several critical pieces               
of data, and then in turn MDE must publish this data to the General Assembly and publish it                  
online. 
 
The goal of this bill is not to subject our local jurisdictions to undue harm, but rather simply to                   
ensure that we have a proper tracking mechanism for sediment erosion violations. In that vein,               
we are offering an amendment at the request of stakeholders that would require MDE to, upon                
request from a delegated authority, provide technical assistance to jurisdictions in meeting these             
reporting requirements. 
 
Once we have this data it will be easier to determine if this issue needs to be further addressed at                    
the State level. SB 505 presents a small step towards rebuilding the public’s trust in               
government’s ability to do its job. I respectfully ask for a favorable committee report. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Sarah Elfreth 


